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     UD students Logan Lambert and 
Matt Foley are taking their talents to 
San José, Costa Rica as part of  a com-
munity revitalization project. The two 
seniors will be embarking on this ad-
venture March 31, and it will last un-
til April 5. According to Lambert, he 
and Foley “are going there to make 
a difference.”
     The goal of  the project is to build 
a skate park in the San José suburb of  
San Rafael. The project is sponsored 
by Journey, an organization that takes 
groups of  30 to 50 people on service 
and non-service excursions to a se-
lected location, resulting in a “new 
sense of  self  at the completion of  
the program.” 
     Journey has partnered with Red-
bull and professional skater Ryan 
Sheckler to complete this two day 
assembly and park renovation proj-
ect. The project will work alongside 
members of  the San Rafael commu-
nity, as well as various  amateur and 
professional athletes.
     The trip is a $1,200 expense, but 
Lambert and Foley are going to Costa 
Rica with all expenses paid for. They 
are going alongside 16 other college 
students from 15 colleges and univer-
sities from across the United States 
who won a video contest sponsored 
by Redbull.
     Lambert, along with being an en-
trepreneurship major with a market-
ing minor, is a Student Brand Man-
ager for Redbull. Lambert convinced 
Foley to take his love for skateboard-
ing to the next level, asking him to 
enter the contest.
     When Foley received the news 
that he would be going to Costa Rica 
he said, “Initially, I was shocked be-
cause there were 50 applicants and 
I couldn’t believe I got selected.” 
Foley and Lambert on top of  being 
selected will be the only pair of  stu-
dents from the same school on the 
excursion.
     Lambert said, “It’s exciting when 
you travel because it opens up your 
mind to how other people live.” 
Their destination, San José,  is the 
fourth largest city in Central Amer-
ica. The city has recently struggled 
with crime, seeing a 20 percent in-
crease in the homicide rate by the end 
of  2015. “The project is trying to get 
people in the community to come to-
gether,” Lambert said.
       Foley elaborated, saying, “If  kids 
are involved in something they like, it 
will bring them away from participating 
in organized crime.” Central America has 
been on edge as of  late with countries 
like Guatemala and El Salvador battling 
corruption associated with gang vio-
lence.
     The risk present doesn’t bother Fo-
ley. “Once you connect with people you 
understand why they do certain things,” 
Foley said. Costa Rica is famous for its 
action sports roots, but according to 
Lambert and Journey, they do not have 
access to the resources they need.
      The two day assembly of  the park is 
looking to leave a mark and stay afloat, 
even after Foley and Lambert return 
home. Journey, along with its partners, 
will be donating equipment to keep the 
project alive and inspire expansion of  
the sport.
      The two seniors agreed that the hard-
est part of  this trip is going to be the 
language barrier. In Costa Rica, the offi-
cial language is Spanish and Foley said, 
“My Spanish is not very good.” Lambert 
added, “We’ll be able to get by. We know 
the basics of  the language.”
     Another challenge Lambert admit-
ted that he is going to have is “putting 
yourself  aside and focusing on others 
for a while.” The two seniors hope that 
this project will leave a mark in the town 
of  San Rafael and spread the universities 
message of  “community” to all across 
the town and country.
     The trip may only be five days, but 
Lambert wants members of  the UD 
community to use his story to “get out 
and do something that’s bigger than 
you.” 
     Foley is a firm believer in Lambert’s 
message, but he also has a message for 
the UD community, “Dayton is a great 
place, but sometimes we get away from 
the message they preach to us.”
     With the trip right around the corner, 
the two seniors are in the final leg of  
preparation as they get ready to embark 
on what could be the journey of  a life-
time.
      With the trip right around the 
corner, the two seniors are in the 
final leg of  preparation as they get 
ready to embark on what could be 
the journey of  a lifetime.
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News Editor 
Logan Lambert (left) and Matt Foley (right) are taking their love of skateboarding from the streets of 
Dayton to Costa Rica representing The University of Dayton. Photo courtesy of Lilia Sciarretti.
     
As a college student, grocery shop-
ping is difficult for a number of reasons. 
There is the state of crippling poverty 
that we tend to convince ourselves we are 
living in every day. There is the question 
of transportation, the motivation to just 
go get it done, and the utter confusion 
of feeding yourself  without a mother’s 
guidance that takes many trips to Kroger 
to get used to. Junior UD student, Emily 
McAleese, has been experiencing anoth-
er, significantly greater challenge: grocery 
shopping without purchasing, using, or 
consuming a single piece of plastic.
     “It’s definitely challenging. The first 
week, it went really badly because I 
bought so much fresh produce and it all 
went bad,” McAleese said.
     For this Lenten season, McAleese de-
cided to take somewhat of an alternative 
route, and rather than giving up sugar or 
snacking for lent, she gave up using and 
purchasing plastic. Her decision was ini-
tially fueled by a viral Buzzfeed video of  
an individual who went entirely ‘waste-
free’ for thirty days, as well as an old arti-
cle that she had scrolled past on her Face-
book feed encouraging readers to give up 
plastic instead of chocolate for lent.
        “I saw this YouTube video that talked 
a lot about plastic waste, and I thought, 
‘that’s really cool that other people are 
doing something about this, but I have 
a reusable plastic bottle that’s enough.’ 
Then, I was going about my day con-
sciously thinking about it. I looked in my 
shower and there were, like, 15 different 
plastic bottles. I looked in my cabinet and 
refrigerator ; everything was wrapped in 
plastic.”
      Even after this realization, McAleese 
was hesitant to take on the challenge, un-
able to categorize herself  as a ‘crazy en-
vironmentalist’ who was going to be the 
one to take action. However, once she 
was aware of the amount of plastic waste 
surrounding her, she found it difficult not 
to do something.
        “I kept thinking, ‘Oh, I’m a lazy per-
son and I’m not in a position to do that.’ 
And then I thought, maybe I am in a posi-
tion to do that. What makes those people 
different than me? It’s just that they start-
ed doing it.”
    Now that she has started, she has 
already become significantly more aware 
of the role of  plastic in our daily lives.    
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The Justice Department is asking federal judge Derrick Watson in Hawaii, who tem-
porarily halted President Trump’s new travel ban, to limit the scope of his ruling so 
that the United States can immediately stop taking in refugees worldwide.
 DOJ fights back against Hawaii judge ruling on Trump travel ban
  Two shot, one fatally, in Springfield, Ohio
Springfield’s first homicide of the year occurred early Saturday, March 18, 2017 when 
two Springfield men were shot, one fatally, in the 500 block of South Clairmont Avenue. 
Crews were dispatched around 3:40 a.m. to the double shooting.
The Pastoral Land Commission, for which Dayton native Sr. Dorothy Stang worked in Brazil 
before her murder in 2005 will be the recipient of an international human rights award from 
the University of Dayton.
Intense rains, overflowing rivers, mudslides and flooding in the South American na-
tion are the worst seen in two decades according to Peruvian authorities.
Congressional Budget Office releases report on American Health Care Act
According to the CBO’s report that came out on Monday, March 13, 2017, enacting 
the American Health Care Act would reduce federal deficits by $337 billion over the 
coming decade and increase the number of people who are uninsured by 24 million 
Centerville couple found dead in their car after overdose
A couple was found dead in their Centerville home after two children in the home called 9-1-
1 saying their parents were unresponsive Thursday morning March 16, 2017. The overdose 
was heroin-fentanyl-related.
Wright State University president to resign
In an email to faculty staff and students, David Hopkins cited an ongoing budget 
crisis as one of the reasons why he resigned as university president from Wright State 
on Friday, March 17.  he said in an email to faculty staff and students. Hopkins was set 
to retire in three and a half months.
DIFFICULTY // Hard 
UD’S 19th president, Dr. Eric Spina, will be officially inaugurated on Sunday, 
April 2, 2017. This is only the second time in 30 years that UD will hold these 
inauguration ceremonies.
Death toll at 72 in Peru after mudslides
UD to hold Stander Symposium on April 5
President Trump holds rally in Louisville, KY 
On Monday, March 20, 2017, President Trump held another campaign style rally in 
the Bluegrass State. This was the second rally in a week for the president, who went to 
Nashville, TN last Wednesday, March 15, 2017.
Compiled by Mason Di Palma, News 
Editor from CNN, Fox News, WHIO, 
University of Dayton news page
Sr. Dorothy Stang receives international human rights award from UD
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SOPHOMORE STUDENTS- 
HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE FOR NEXT YEAR. 
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GO-
ING TO LIVE. 
435 IRVING. 2 BEDROOMS FOR 
2-4 STUDENTS, OFF STREET 
PARKING, LAUNDRY FACILI-
TIES IN BUILDING.
 
222-STONEMILL 7 STUDENT 
AND 5 STUDENTS UNITS 
AVAILABLE. OFF STREET 
PARKING, LAUNDRY IN 
UNITS.
 
Know where you are going to live 
next year.  Call 937-681-4982.
***
Super nice OAKWOOD efficien-
cy apartment. Safe.Quiet. Clean. 
Affordable. Laundry room. 
Parking garage. Free wi-fi. Call 
937.219.5947 for details.
Leo’s Quality Student Housing 
the Original! Behind Panera 
Bread. Secure your housing for 
next year fully furnished, with 
leather living room sets, Maytag 
washer/dryer. Some homes with 
marble bathrooms, off  street 
parking, first class. Check out 
our website leosrentals.com or 
call (937)-456-7743 or cell (937)- 
371-1046. Availability 3 to 10 
students: 
48 and 50 Woodland, 65, 63, 57, 
49, 25, 29, 38, 40, 41, 56, 50 Jasper 
St. 119 Fairground, 42, 46 and 58 
Frank. To make your stay com-
fortable and a very enjoyable 
school year
*** 
2 BLOCKS BEHIND FLA-
NAGANS. 1-6 STUDENTS. 
SPRING AND 17-18. WELL 
FURNISHED. VERY REA-
SONABLE. CALL BOB 937-
938-0919.
JIMMY’S STUDENT RENT-
ALS is currently renting for this 
summer 2017. Homes available 
are 44 Jasper St., 117 Jasper St., 
58 Fairgrounds Ave., and 109 
Frank St. The homes can ac-
commodate (5) to (6) students 
without doubling up in a room. 
The homes are completely fur-
nished. The homes have central 
air, wi-fi, cable, washer, dryer, 
stove, refrigerator, microwave 
and have large closets. JIMMY’S 
STUDENT RENTALS has been 
renting in the University Park 
neighborhood for over (30) 
years. We are licensed by the City 
of  Dayton and have annual in-
spections. Check out our website 
and video at Jimmysstudentren-
tals.com or call Jimmy at (937) 
603-6019. LIVE AND STUDY 
IN LUXURY.
Walk to Class!! Save 40-45% 
compared to campus housing!!
5 Bedroom house:  2 Full Bath-
rooms.  804 E. Stewart Street.
4 Bedroom house:  2 Full Baths. 
215 Medford Street.
Both 400 yards from Campus!
Nice Porches.  2 car garage, pri-
vate backyard. 
All utilities & High speed inter-
net included. 
Central Air/heat.
Stove, Refrigerator, Washer, 
Dryer, and twin beds included.
Huge basements.
$2,700 per person per semester. 
Summer is negotiable. 
Call Jared at 937-232-0214 to 
view.
Flyer News reserves the right to reject, alter or omit advertisements. Advertisements must conform to the policies of Flyer News. For 
a review of these policies, visit flyernews.com/advertising, email or Advertising Manager Billy Rinderle at rinderlew1@udayton.edu.
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     For only the second time in over 35 years, the University of  
Dayton will be inaugurating a new president, Dr. Eric Spina. Dr. 
Spina came to us this past July from Syracuse University, after an 
impressive 28 years of  research and academic work and with more 
accomplishments than could be listed. 
     This inauguration will be far from a dull affair, involving a series 
of  exciting events across a four day period that starts on Sunday, 
April 2 with mass at the Chapel of  the Immaculate Conception 
with Archbishop Dennis Schnurr and ends on Thursday, April 5 
with the Br. Joseph W. Stander Symposium. In between is a myriad 
of  diverse events sponsored by student groups, like the Greek Life 
cornhole tournament, the Alpha Phi Omega 5K, the river clean up 
with the River Stewards, and many others. 
       Dr. Spina and the hard-working inauguration committee want-
ed to ensure the inauguration had students extensively involved, 
being front and center during the experience. The installation cer-
emony itself  will take place at UD Arena at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 4. There Dr. Spina will be installed and will speak about the 
future of  the university.
Below is just part of  what Dr. Spina said in an exclusive interview 
with Flyer News, about the inauguration and the future of  UD. 
FN: What is some important life advice you would give to students?
PS: “Pursue your passion. Work towards your passion and you’ll 
be the best and make a good living, even if  it is underwater basket 
weaving. It is not worth your time working a job you don’t enjoy 
for a big paycheck when you can do something you are passionate 
about.”
FN: What is something people wouldn’t expect about you?
PS: “I am by far the loudest and most annoying UD basketball fan, 
whether it be cheering when we score or yelling at the refs.”
FN: What is your spirit animal and why?
PS: “I would say a bald eagle, given how it is symbolic for freedom, 
elegance, and confidence. That, and I am balder than I use to be.”
FN: Where do you see UD in the next five years?
PS: “Without giving too much away, it is important to note that this 
is not “Spina’s plan”; it is UD’s plan. It will be authentic to UD’s values 
and we will certainly be doubling down on what makes us great.” 
     Anyone who wishes to hear more about the University’s plan 
is encouraged to attend the installation where the plan will be dis-
cussed in greater detail.
 McAleese describes how 
when she goes to the grocery 
store, she is unable to purchase 
things as simple as milk, cheese, 
and shampoo because they are all 
directly attached to plastic in some 
way. However, she has found that 
there are almost always reasonable 
alternatives that are completely 
accessible to everyone, including 
college students.
 “I bring utensils with me 
everywhere, and if  I go out to 
dinner and think I am going to 
have leftovers I bring something 
to put them in. It’s about just 
always being prepared with a 
plastic alternative,” she said.
  Just a few weeks into her 
experience, McAleese believes 
that even after Lent, she will 
continue with some of  her newly 
developed habits – although she 
may give in and buy a package of  
cheese on occasion.
“I’ve definitely been more 
aware, but also, I’ve made sure I 
have not been being that person 
who leaves it up to someone else 
to be more plastic conscious.”
McAleese is proving that 
reducing your levels of  plastic 
consumption is an entirely 
attainable goal, with the right 
amount of  diligence and 
awareness. Although, in recent 
weeks, her own levels of  
awareness have elevated even 
more than she expected.
“All I see is plastic sometimes.”
Neil Burger 
Staff Writer
Preview of the inauguration of UD’s 19th president Dr. Eric Spina
 Photo courtesy of The University of Dayton 
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UD students educating and advocating: Consciousness Rising 
  An event bursting with student 
passion, driven by student vision, and 
constructed by student hands, for the 
sake of other students hearing about 
social injustices: Consciousness Rising 
is a small but powerful outcry for justice 
on the University of Dayton campus. 
     The one-day event, comprised of  
exhibits, speakers and vendors focused 
around a central theme,  on the list of  
UD’s annual human rights education 
events. This year the interactive experi-
ence unfolded on Saturday, March 11, 
from 12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the 
second floor of Kennedy Union. 
     In recent years, the central theme has 
varied. This year, the planning commit-
tee, consisting of senior co-presidents, 
Lauren Chipchak and Katie Brossart, 
along with seven other student leaders, 
landed on environmental justice. “We 
realized the intersectional nature of  
environmental justice,” said Brossart. 
“And how much human rights some-
times fails to talk about the ways people 
are impacted by our environment.”
     The committee chose to speak up 
in the form of three exhibits: a pollution 
exhibit about plastic in the sea, a mock 
separation wall about the environmental 
and human rights abuses caused by the 
separation wall in the West Bank, and an 
exhibit covering the Flint water crisis. 
     Walking on the path of footprints 
that guides attendees through the ex-
hibits, one can see the urgency of stu-
dents’ passion about justice portrayed 
in their creativity. Issues were brought 
to life through striking statistics, clever 
visual representations, and personal 
stories from some of those affected by 
the crises. 
     Each exhibit first educated about 
the issue, then proceeded to present 
alternatives and means for participants 
to act through ideas for advocating and 
suggestions of sustainable substitutions 
for everyday products, like reusable 
plastic bags or straws. 
     Alongside the exhibits, speakers pre-
sented attendees with their two unique 
stories regarding environmental justice. 
     Stephen Mackell, farm director at 
Mission of Mary Farm Cooperative, 
shared about his work with sustainable 
urban farming in East Dayton. Mission 
of Mary engages in urban agriculture 
and land restoration as well as commu-
nity education, creating a dual focus of  
relationships and health.
     Gudorf Chair in Catholic Theol-
ogy and Culture, Dr. Vincent Miller, 
followed Mackell with a presentation 
incorporating both conversation and 
music. He shared about Laudato Si, a 
papal encyclical from Pope Francis that 
focuses on the spiritual responsibility 
Christians have over the environment.
     While speaking, Miller talked about 
the sadness of human disconnected-
ness from the environment – one that 
he claimed we ought to be connected 
to the way we were intended to be. 
    “I’m living in a world of stories that 
I’m not hearing,” Miller said with heavi-
ness, as he responded to an audience 
member about cultural blindness to 
food sourcing. Miller encouraged stu-
dents to reflect on their experiences 
with connection in a technological age 
where human connection can end up a 
rather low priority. 
    After attendees checked out the ex-
hibits and heard from the speakers, 
many could be found browsing the 
vendors – Ten Thousand Villag-
es fair trade boutique from Cin-
cinnati, products from Zambian 
women sold by UD organization 
Determined to Develop, scarves 
from Students for Justice in Pales-
tine, and one table devoted to UD’s 
environmentally-conscious River 
Stewards. 
     In leaving, the hope was that at-
tendees, however few or many attend 
each year, left better equipped to prac-
tically participate in changing the world. 
So a tagline like “Local Action, Global 
Impact” is only appropriate. The or-
ganization’s mission is rather simple in 
nature: to throw the small stone of ed-
ucating on a local level in the hopes of  
change rippling out to shape the world. 
According to Brossart, this is the true 
vision of Consciousness Rising past 
and present. “The small things done 
on our campus,” she said, “The hearts 
changed, the people educated; those 
really can have an impact around the 
world.”
     That said, the planning process 
is not always simple or easy. Due to 
budget cuts, Chipchak and Bros-
sart had to tackle the challenges 
of  making a less-expensive event 
equally as powerful for those in at-
tendance. Future committees and 
co-presidents will face the same 
test.
     After this year’s success, what 
is the hope for the future of  Con-
sciousness Rising? “I hope that 
we can get more people involved 
in raising awareness,” said Chris-
tine Driscoll, UD senior and 
Consciousness Rising committee 
member. “People really need to fo-
cus on things not only global but 
right here in Ohio that we can do 
to decrease the human rights abus-
es happening, even in the US.”
     Said Brossart, “I just really hope 
it [continues to be] a place for peo-
ple who are passionate to come to-
gether and educate campus.”
Photo courtesy of Christian Cu-
bacub/Multimedia Editor
  Last weekend on Saturday March 
11, 2017, UD students and professors, 
and members of the greater Dayton 
community gathered to participate in 
LitFest 2017. Social justice poet, Martín 
Espada and flash-nonfiction writer, Lily 
Hoang, headlined the event. 
    Aside from the fact that they are 
published and highly respected writers, 
Hoang and Espada were chosen for 
LitFest based on the unique perspective 
their writing gives to immigration in 
America. The state of Arizona banned 
one of Espada’s books from their cur-
riculum in Mexican-American studies 
and Hoang’s work is characterized by 
her experiences as a Vietnamese-Amer-
ican. 
    “When writers from different worlds 
come together, they see their common 
need for expression, and they feel one 
another’s hearts,” Dr. PJ Carlisle said. 
Carlisle was the organizer and coordi-
nator of this year’s LitFest.
     The two-day festival kicked off  on 
Friday evening with a reading and book 
signing with Espada and Hoang. Espa-
da’s book, “Vivas to Those Who Have 
Failed” and Hoang’s book, “A Bestiary” 
were available for sale and signing, giv-
ing guests the opportunity to mingle 
with the authors. 
    Saturday started with breakfast, fol-
lowed by a day full of workshops. Writ-
ers had the opportunity to learn from 
both Hoang and Espada. Participants 
were able to sign up for two sessions 
and spend those sessions with the au-
thor of their choosing. Junior English 
major, Julie Baffoe, chose to spend 
both sessions with Hoang. 
     “It was like taking a really interesting 
seminar with a famous person for an 
hour and a half,” Baffoe said. “It was 
basically a dream come true!” High-
lights of Hoang’s workshops included 
both lifting bodies off  the floor and 
setting things on fire. 
     Another student attendee, senior 
English and Spanish major Katherine 
McCaffery, took advantage of Espada’s 
workshop. 
     “I had actually read some of his 
works before, so it was exciting to meet 
him and work with him in person,” Mc-
Caffery said. “His workshop prompt 
inspired me to write about something 
I normally would not have considered 
writing about.” 
     For McCaffery, though, one of the 
best parts of LitFest was the dialogue 
that resulted from writers coming to-
gether and creating in a shared space. 
     “I really loved meeting the authors, 
but more than that, I appreciated the 
interaction between students and mem-
bers of the community during the 
workshops,” McCaffery said. “We each 
shared some of the work that we had 
created, and it made the atmosphere 
one of inclusion and creativity.” 
     Following the workshops with the 
authors was a workshop put on by UD’s 
own PJ Carlisle, Lincoln Schreiber and 
Jerome Stueart entitled “Writing/Revis-
ing for Performance & LitMag Publica-
tion: Flashtastics, OpenMic Charmers, 
SlamWinners.” This workshop pre-
pared the writers for the evening’s later 
event, the Open Mic/Slam Contest, as 
well as writing contest which allowed 
participants the chance to be published 
in Orpheus, UD’s Art & Literary Mag-
azine. All attendees could also submit 
their work to be published in WRIT!, 
a collection of writings from the work-
shops. 
     Dinner was served just before a spe-
cial reading, conversation and Q&A 
event with Espada and Hoang, hosted 
by Carlisle. The Q&A event lent itself  
to another 45 minute book signing just 
before the final event. 
     Several UD students started off  the 
evening with a reading of their work 
for the Open Mic portion of the night. 
Their work was followed by an excit-
ing poetry slam contest. The slam was 
judged by UD professors Laura Vor-
achek, Patrick Thomas, Meredith Do-
ench and Chris Burnside. Many of the 
participants in the slam were from the 
Dayton Poetry Slam, and they brought 
a contagious amount of energy and tal-
ent to the stage. 
     “Being my first poetry slam, I wasn’t 
entirely sure what to expect, but I was 
really impressed by the level of talent at 
both the open mic portion with a lot of  
our students and the slam portion with 
poets from the Dayton community,” 
Burnside said. 
     There was a lot at stake with this 
competition, as the winner received 
$200 and a special spoken word re-
cording session with Razdabar Sound 
& Management, a recording studio in 
Dayton. After three rounds and a really 
close competition, Leroy Da’Vaughn 
Bean, otherwise known as Hyer Con-
scious, came out on top. 
     LitFest had an incredible turnout 
with over 120 participants, according 
to Carlisle, who recognizes that creating 
art is one of the most important things 
a human can do. 
     “Making art and meaning with words 
awakens and refreshes and invigorates 
our human spirits,” Carlisle said.
     Overall, Litfest allowed a community 
of writers to gather in the spirit of im-
proving and encouraging others. Many 
attendees express the importance of  
LitFest for the UD and greater Dayton 
community, including Burnside. 
 “LitFest is vital to the UD community 
in its representation of student experi-
ences that are often overlooked or un-
dervalued,” Burnside said. “Writing is 
often a very solitary event, with a single 
writer in front of a computer screen, 
notebook, or cocktail napkin. Litfest 
not only gives a voice to those solitary 
creations but also creates a community 
environment and experience to bring 
writers together to discuss the craft, cre-
ate and share.” 
     Baffoe also recognizes the opportu-
nities that LitFest brings to campus.
     “LitFest is really important because it 
celebrates the arts as an integral part of  
both academia and global citizenship,” 
said Baffoe. “LitFest brings writing to 
the forefront and gives students the op-
portunity to meet and learn from pub-
lished authors.”
     LitFest is hosted by the University 
of Dayton English Department annu-
ally or biannually. Carlisle was assisted 
by a planning committee of five UD 
students: Julie Baffoe, Kylie Thomp-
son, Steven Dougherty, Brie Boltz and 
Rose Rucoba. LitFest has been an in-
tegral part of  writing and literature at 
UD since 2002. 
For more information about LitFest, and to 
view pictures from this year’s event, visit the 
Facebook page @LitfestUniversityofDayton. 
WRIT! will be available at the bookstore 
and in the English department in April.
 Lit Fest brings UD students closer to the greater Dayton community     
CARI ZAHN
A&E Editor
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  Weekends at the University of  Day-
ton are pretty much synonymous with 
alcohol and partying. But for those 
who do not partake in those activities, 
#UDLateNite has your back.
   Operating through the Center for 
Student Involvement, the #UDLat-
eNite initiative is “committed to pro-
viding the University of  Dayton with 
fun, free programming each week” 
from karaoke at the ArtStreet cafe 
to weekly Saturday film screenings 
and then one large scale program per 
month.
   The film screenings in particular are 
a popular staple through this initiative, 
having an average attendance of  50 to 
100 students depending on the movie. 
In the past month, they have shown 
films like “Moana,” “Dr. Strange,” 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them,” and “La La Land” — the one-
time Best Picture winner for about 
two minutes.
   Their hope is to show the most re-
cent popular films, catching them in 
pre-release after they have left the the-
aters but before they are streaming or 
on DVD. The most important aspect 
of  the film, though, is that it must align 
with the Catholic and Marianist values 
of  the university. That means most of  
the screenings do not showcase films 
over the rating of  PG-13 or anything 
that becomes too violent or offensive 
in language or content to anyone. 
   In order to make sure each film 
meets these standards, they use Cath-
olic News Service as a source. This 
organization rates popular films based 
upon the values of  the church. For 
example, “La La Land” is rated A-III, 
or a film acceptable for adults based 
on “an implied premarital relationship, 
a few rough terms, some crude lan-
guage.”
   “La La Land” was a great way to 
spend my Saturday night. The film, 
written and directed with absolute pre-
cision by Damien Chazelle, provides 
an absolutely pleasurable experience. 
From the beautifully filmed cinema-
tography in CinemaScope that works 
to pay homage to the classic musicals, 
to the instantly catchy score and music 
written by Justin Hurwitz, Benj Pasek, 
and Justin Paul, this film knows exactly 
what it is hoping to achieve. 
   Jillian Van Auken, assistant direc-
tor of  Student Life and head of  the 
#UDLateNite initiative, said that it is 
important to provide this alternative 
programming during the weekend for 
students who don’t drink because it 
“provide[s] these students a healthy, 
safe social scene on the weekends 
where they do not feel pressured to 
engage in events with alcohol and/or 
so they do not feel left out socially. It 
is important that students know there 
are other social options other than 
drinking.”
 Although you wouldn’t be able to 
catch the Best Picture winner “Moon-
light” screening for #UDLateNite 
due to it’s rating of  “O” for morally 
offensive based on a “tacit endorse-
ment of  homosexual acts” amongst 
other things, there are plenty of  great 
opportunities to enjoy a good movie 
on Saturday nights. 
   You can check out the Center for 
Student Involvement’s website and 
OrgSync portal to find out what mov-
ies they are screening each Saturday 
night. On March 25, they will be 
showing “The Space Between Us” in 
Sears Recital Hall.
Movie magic: La La Land screens for #UDLateNight
Zombie Dogz: An unmatched dining experience in Dayton
  
  
   What in God’s name is going 
on? Are those— it can’t be. Why, 
are those Honey Nut Cheerios on 
a hot dog? 
  Upon entering the Zombie 
Dogz restaurant on Brown Street, 
a plethora of  painted horror 
monsters jump out at you from 
the wall as if  right out from un-
der your bed. 
   You may look past Franken-
stein, Dracula, or the man spew-
ing a wolf  with a hot dog in its 
mouth but every normal human 
being, like myself, enters a state 
of  confusion at the sight of  their 
menu.
  But don’t let the bizarre toppings 
like roasted pears and housemade 
guacamole fool you, there is a 
method to the madness.
  Behind this madness are co-own-
ers Dan and Lee VanArtsdalen. 
The married couple met in Flor-
ida while at school, hit it off, got 
married and moved back to Dan’s 
hometown here in Dayton, Ohio.
  The horror fanatic, Dan, and the 
special effects makeup artist, Lee, 
warranted the zombie theme, but 
not the hot dogs. Dan would clar-
ify the uncanny combination.
   “So, one night after work we were 
just cooking hot dogs around the 
fire outback, it was her thinking 
of  all this weird stuff--we ended 
up talking about hot dogs and we 
just started snowballing.”
   Snowballing led to a food truck, 
which led to customers, award 
nominations and wins, and then 
finally, an establishment, this all 
for good reason as their dogs are 
indeed something special.
   Piled high, eating the dog re-
quires biting down on the eccen-
tric toppings before filling your 
mouth with the tasty beefy frank. 
It’s a hassle at first, but pales 
in comparison to the ravishing 
chemistry of  flavors.
   No matter the topping combi-
nation, mac ‘n’ cheese with par-
mesan garlic cracker crumbs, buf-
falo chicken with blue cheese and 
finely chopped celery bits, or sau-
sage gravy sprinkled over a fried 
egg with bacon and maple syrup, 
the elements always find a way to 
bond with the dog.
   There are truly mad scientists 
working in the kitchen on Brown. 
And those concoctors are deeply 
tied to the franchise.
  “Love it, it’s great,” said em-
ployee David Alfaro in response 
to how he likes working at the 
restaurant.
   “I’ve known Dave, the own-
er, since high school. I mean, 
when we were on the trailer we 
would log 80 hours a week with 
each other, so we all became re-
ally good friends. It was nuts, but 
Dave and Lee take very good care 
of  us which is why they were able 
to keep employees like they have. 
Especially in the trailer where it 
was 120 degrees,” he said.
 Dan Reichenbach, Zombie 
Dogz’s first ever employee, de-
scribed his experience as well. 
  “I’ve been in the restaurant busi-
ness for about 20 years. And here 
they take care of  you, this is the 
best place I’ve ever been, it’s a fun 
atmosphere,” he said.
   The fun atmosphere behind the 
counter transfers throughout the 
rest of  the restaurant. As alluded 
to earlier, the decor is as amusing 
as it is horrific.
   “I’m a big ‘80s slasher horror 
fan,” said VanArtsdalen, “I grew 
up watching horror movies.”
   The love is evident, in both 
the zombie and the dog, some-
thing that VanArtsdalen aspires 
will help propel the brick and 
mortar location into a franchise. 
Although there are already more 
than a handful of  fast food chains, 
he believes his is truly unique.
  “No one really does hot dogs. I 
mean, you go anywhere in Day-
ton there’s multiple burrito plac-
es, multiple pizza places, multiple 
sandwich shops, there’s no one 
really doing hot dogs,” he said. 
  “And even across the country 
there might be one or two per 
city, but it’s not--people don’t re-
ally focus on it. With hot dogs, 
everyone gets it, everyone grew 
up eating hot dogs, it’s something 
that everyone understands. They 
might not understand some of  
the weird stuff  we put on top 
of  the hot dog, but, you know, it 
eventually makes sense.”
  And that sensibility comes after 
the first— well, and second bite.
 
 Rating: 5 out of  5 stars
 Hours: Mon-Sun 10:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Location: 1200 Brown Street
 Recommended Dog: The Wak
 ing Dead (Housemade sausage gravy 
 topped with a fried egg, bacon, and  
 drizzled with maple syrup)
 Recommended Concoction: Sau
 sage Gravy and Baked Beans on top 
 of  Tater Tots (You can combine the 
 sides with the tots, base price for tots, 
 $3, plus upcharge for each side)
 Substitutions: Gluten Free, Veggie      
 Dogs, Chicken Sausages
ROBERTO DE LA ROSA-FINCH
Assistant Online Editor
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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FN: How did you all meet?
Grace McCormick: Katie moved from 
Maryland to Wisconsin going into our 
freshman year and I’m from Wisconsin 
as well. She lived next-door to my best 
friend and she was outside one day with 
a Dayton sweatshirt on. We connected 
and hung out once the summer before 
college, and then I ran into her during 
orientation. Molly was on my floor in 
Founders and we had no friends and we 
just talked to each other.
Molly Fierstein: I’m from Maryland and 
Katie’s mom and my mom and her sisters 
all went to the same high school.
Katie Arensmeier: I didn’t know her un-
til my mom called me one day and said 
“Hey,  Molly’s aunt reached out to me and 
was wondering if you guys could go get 
dinner?” So we went to get dinner and 
ended up being friends.
GM: I saw them hanging out and was 
like, “Hey, I know her, too!” And then 
I inboxed Gabby the summer before 
freshman year, but then we went our 
own ways. 
MF: Katie and I were on different wings 
of the floor as Grace and Addie.
GM: Slowly, all five of us started to hang 
out with each other.
FN:If  you could give everyone in 
your house a superlative, what would 
it be?
GM: Addie is the loudest. She’s Most 
Likely to Burst Your Eardrums. You can 
hear her from a mile away.
Addie Rumer: You’re all welcome!
KA: Molly is Most Likely to be Brutally 
Honest.
MF: Gabby is a teacher…Gabby is Most 
Likely to be a Teacher Who has Worse 
Handwriting Than Her Students. Grace 
is Most Likely to Never Cook or Burn 
Your Food. One time she put potatoes 
in the oven for two hours.
Gabby Scragg: It was one potato.
MF: And then she put plastic in the mi-
crowave and she texted us, “Sorry the 
house really smells…it was me.”
GM: It was Tupperware! I didn’t know it 
would burn! I put it in for like four min-
utes. But Katie is Most Gullible.
FN: What is on your bucket list?
KA: We have a whole bucket list on our 
bulletin board.
GM: We want to run through the foun-
tain. That we haven’t done yet.
AR: Go out to the Hanger together.
GM: We want to go back to all our old 
rooms/dorms.
GS: I want to go to that little art shop on 
Brown Street.
GM: The Heritage Center! Oh, and I 
just went up to the cemetery and saw the 
sunrise. Did it!
FN: What is your spirit animal and 
why?
GS: I want to be a fish. I’m a fish. 
Molly: Grace said she was a dolphin be-
cause she likes to swim. When was the 
last time she went swimming? Probably 
six months ago!
GS: Molly could be a giraffe. 
MF: Yeah, probably because I’m tall. I’m 
stuck with that one. Addie is a fox.
KA: I don’t like spirit animals. 
GS: Katie is a chinchilla.
KA: No, I don’t like chinchilla. I’m proba-
bly a koala…Actually I’ll go with monkey. 
I don’t like to sleep. I’m not a koala. I’d like 
to be a monkey.
MF: Addie is also a koala, she’s a hybrid.
FN: What is your most embarrassing 
moment at UD?
AR: OK. This is so bad. One time, I was 
at the gym and I thought I was clicking 
the speed on the treadmill, but I was ac-
tually clicking the incline. I was at the front 
of the gym—
GM: And I’m at the back, watching her. 
She was like at a 90 degree angle, walking.
AR: I almost left and never went back.
KA: I’ve got another one. This involves 
me and Molly Fierstein. Thursday, Sept. 
19, 2013: freshman year. My newly found 
friend, Molly Fierstein, had just turned 18, 
which meant on Thursday she could go 
to Timothy’s Bar and Grill. It’s 18 and 
up on Thursdays. So, being so naïve and 
young, her and me and my roommate at 
the time got ready. We had absolutely no 
alcohol in our system and decided to ven-
ture to Timothy’s at 9:30 p.m., not know-
ing that at midnight you were allowed into 
the bar. And even if you were 21, people 
don’t get to the bars until close to then 
anyway. So we literally got there and the 
bouncers felt so bad that they let the three 
of us in and there was absolutely no one 
there. We were mortified! We ran to the 
bathroom and were standing there like, 
“Oh my gosh! What do we do?” And 
basically we just left and it was terrible.
MF: My second embarrassing moment 
is when I turned 21... so I turned 21 on 
a Monday. At midnight, I was like, “Let’s 
go to Milano’s!” Go to open Milano’s…
it’s locked. 
GM: The only one I could think of was 
that I got kicked out of the Rec freshman 
year. I forgot to swipe and they took our 
IDs and kicked me out.
GM: There was the time you flipped off  
the chair.
GS: Sophomore year, Grace, Addie, and 
me were together and I was sitting in my 
chair and just rocking in it. And I went just 
an inch too far…
FN: What advice do you have for un-
derclassmen?
GM: Enjoy your time.
KA: We all just kind of like to go and do 
things on a whim. So just be adventurous.
MF: Find friends as weird as yourself. 
They’ll just balance you out.
GS: Don’t stress yourself out. Everything 
just works out. Don’t waste your time.
MF: And…Go Flyers!
GS: Nothing is ever as bad as you think it 
is in that moment.
FN: Shout out to The Green Man aka 
The Jolly Green Giant
MF: Our Green Man is our sixth room-
mate. We adopted him this past fall when 
Addie found him on the street.
AR: He was my friend’s and they were 
getting rid of him, so I was like, “I’ll take 
care of him.”
GM: We’ve taken him on trips with us.
KA: He lives in a restricted area in our 
house.
GM: He used to talk, too, but his battery 
died, so now he doesn’t.
GS: Probably for the best.
MF: His Instagram is: green_man231. 
Snapchat coming soon.
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   Olivia Garzona, a junior fine 
arts major, spends most of  her 
days in Fitz Hall. She begins her 
day how any other person would: 
waking up, eating breakfast, and 
preparing for her daily responsi-
bilities. She then takes her famil-
iar walk down Brown Street to 
Fitz Hall with the goal of  getting 
her daily fix of  art. From print-
making to screenprinting, then 
painting to photo studio, her usu-
al classes always encourage her 
to create something new. Then, 
she ends her day, wakes up the 
next morning, and does it all over 
again. It’s a constant cycle of  cre-
ativity.
     Ever since Garzona was a little 
girl, she always had a passion for 
art. She remembers when her ele-
mentary school received a donat-
ed Jackson Pollock painting. Pol-
lock, an American painter known 
for his “drip” style of  painting, 
inspired the whole school to 
spend a day painting in his splat-
ter paint style. Her mother, along 
with other parents, taught the 
young students how to paint in 
his style. Garzona noted that this 
was the most fun art experience 
she had ever had.
   
Garzona grew up in an environ-
ment that valued the importance 
of  expressing yourself  through 
art. This principle was lead by her 
parents.
   “My parents are creative people, 
so I’ve always grown up around 
art,” said Garzona. “I’ve always 
had it in me.”
  Garzona’s father designed din-
nerware and dishes. He often 
traveled the world and was in-
spired by the different cultures 
he immersed himself  in. Garzona 
remembers all of  the adventur-
ous stories he told her when she 
was younger. 
     Garzona’s mother, whom Gar-
zona described as an artsy soul, 
quit her corporate America job to 
open a candy store in Larchmont, 
New York. She deliberately took 
a risk in order to pursue her true 
passion outside of  the typical 
business world. Her mother’s ac-
tion was a turning point in Gar-
zona’s life and it left her inspired.
 When Garzona first came to UD, 
she declared herself  a criminal jus-
tice major. She excelled in science 
and was interested in the forensics 
side of  the criminal justice system, 
so she thought that’s where she 
belonged. Before she knew it, she 
found herself  sitting in criminal 
justice classes bored and uninterest-
ed. She never thought her passion 
for art could have the potential to 
evolve into a long term career.
  “I always fought it,” said Garzo-
na. “I didn’t want to be an artist. 
It was something no one really 
celebrated. It was just like ‘oh, 
you’re never going to do anything 
with it.”
     By the time the end of  fresh-
man year rolled around, Garzo-
na stopped fighting her artistic 
side. She left the criminal justice 
scene and became a visual arts 
major, then switched again to 
a fine arts major the beginning 
of  her sophomore year. She be-
gan working on pieces to add 
to her ever-expanding portfolio. 
She’s had the opportunity to play 
around with different materials 
and creating various forms of  
art, making her a versatile artist.
     “I prefer painting over every-
thing, but drawing is something 
I’ve always gravitated towards 
because of  the accessibility,” 
said Garzona. “Printmaking is up 
there, but I haven’t quite figured 
it out yet.”
     Garzona excelled in the ba-
sic art classes, so when she be-
gan taking upper level art classes, 
she wanted to challenge herself  
with this piece. She has a habit 
of  neglecting hands when she 
is drawing figures, so instead, 
she focused all of  her energy 
and attention to them through 
these paintings. Her most recent 
painting series features hands. It 
sounds simple, but each hand is 
painted with much detail and is 
surrounded by an array of  hues 
and textures, which is not an easy 
task. 
     “When I paint or draw, the 
hands are the things I usually 
leave out,” Garzona said. “In the 
realm of  the whole figure it’s the 
one thing that gets lost.”
     In this present moment, she’s 
learning more about the screen-
printing process and sewing tech-
niques by working on a piece that 
she describes as a mixture of  
painting, sewing and textile de-
sign.
     When asked about her artis-
tic style, she said she doesn’t have 
one yet. She admits that she’s still 
learning and considers herself  
a beginner in different artistic 
techniques. Once she masters it 
all, she will be able to confidently 
define her personal artistic style.
     She enjoys getting inspiration 
from smaller artists or anyone 
with artistic passions she can get 
her hands on through social me-
dia. Her all time favorite artist? 
Andy Warhol, and yes, she knows 
it sounds cliche.
     Garzona hopes to continue art 
in the future and she never wants 
to stop creating. She strives to do 
something in the fashion world 
and expand her horizons in new 
forms.
     “I don’t ever want to stop mak-
ing art, but I don’t want that to be 
my only option” said Garzona.
     Garzona’s work can be found on 
her Instagram: @livvart.
“I always fought it. I didn’t want to be an artist. It was 
something no one really celebrated.” -Garzona
THE ARTIST
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Photo courtesy of  Olivia Gonzaga
Olivia Gonzaga poses with her art. Brooke Tinsman/Staff Photographer.
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band beat: The Dead Licks join the Dayton music scene
  
 
  
You’ve heard of The Rolling 
Stones, The Who, and The Flaming 
Lips – now get ready for The Dead 
Licks. This grungy garage rock band 
is made up of four UD juniors: gui-
tarist Jack Grbac, bassist Johnny Mc-
Namara, drummer Jimmy Gallagher, 
and guitarist/ vocalist Tom Inzinga. 
  Their easygoing rock vibe adds col-
or and intensity to the music scene on 
campus. 
     The men formed their band slowly 
and casually, having met in a variety of  
ways around campus. Grbac emailed 
ArtStreet’s Street Sounds to inquire 
about recording, to which Inzinga re-
plied. 
  Inzinga and Gallagher had been 
friends for a while before getting to-
gether to play music. McNamara heard 
that the friends had a drum kit in their 
house, and asked about it at a party. 
  “I asked if they wanted to jam,” 
McNamara said. “I didn’t even know 
they were in a band.” From there, The 
Dead Licks were born. 
  “I used to hear about bands on cam-
pus playing around at houses and 
stuff,” Grbac said. “It was cool to hear 
that people were playing music. There 
are actually a lot of people playing 
around Dayton.”
     The Dead Licks joined that crowd 
when they formed their band last 
year, and they’ve been playing shows 
around campus ever since.      
    Gallagher and Inzinga live together 
in the student neighborhood, which is 
where the band practices most days. 
Luckily, “everyone that lives there is 
good about putting up with us,”Mc-
Namara joked. 
  The band also spends time at Street 
Sounds, where they are currently prac-
ticing and recording.      
     They often play packed house 
shows, complete with lighting, fog 
machines, and excited audiences. The 
Dead Licks play with a soulful com-
bination of fun and intensity, which 
makes for memorable sets. 
    “We just want the audience to have 
a good time,” Gallagher said. “Our 
friends love when we play, and we love 
to play for our friends.” 
  While the members of The Dead 
Licks have vastly different interests 
(their majors include communication, 
business economics, civil engineering 
and accounting), the common thread 
lies in their love of music. “It’s the 
common factor between all of us,” 
Grbac said. 
  When asked about what type of mu-
sic and aura they go for during their 
shows, the band offered a variety of  
answers, which fit well with their go-
with-the-flow vibe. 
   From “basement garage rock” to 
“bluesy” to “experimental” to “do-it-
yourself,” the guys wear many differ-
ent hats. 
   They have a few original songs that 
they perform live, with the rest of their 
set made up of covers of Pearl Jam, 
Cage the Elephant, Black Sabbath, 
The Animals, The Rolling Stones, and 
more. 
     While The Dead Licks have been 
focused on live shows since their be-
ginning, they are now working hard on 
their demos. 
     “We’re going to record some music 
before the end of the semester, before 
we go our separate ways over the sum-
mer,” Gallagher said. 
   “We’re taking a lot more time record-
ing now. So it’s a different approach.” 
  
   You can find The Dead Licks’ music on 
Soundcloud, with their new recordings also 
being released on Spotify in the near future.  
   Their upcoming shows include an outdoor 
Thursday Night Live, an April show at 
Flanagan’s Pub, and a show in the Oregon 
District, as well as appearances throughout 
the student neighborhood. 
  Since this year’s Woodstock on Woodland 
concert has been canceled, The Dead Licks 
are also looking to collaborate with other stu-
dent bands on an event to take its place.
MARA KALINOSKI
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of the Deadlicks
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As the hub of  repurposing, the thrift store is a business that sells 
not only hand-me-downs, but more importantly: stories. Taking a stroll 
through the dimly lit, musty aisles of  your local Goodwill carries much 
more significance than just bargain-hunting. That green and blue flannel 
you just picked up with a button missing? The tag may say 70 cents, but 
the person who first owned it may have just celebrated their 70th birthday. 
The ‘80s style coffee table for five dollars you just stubbed your toe on? 
It may have been owned by five different families all across America. The 
records for one cent each stacked in a bin near the checkout counter? They 
could have been given as a one-year anniversary present to a significant 
other. Each and every object found at these stores has the potential to have 
a history as deep and vibrant as its multi-colored price tag. 
Often, one exclaims, “what a good find!” when a treasure is uncovered, 
even if  it has a scratch or a stain. There is merit to the fact that we find 
value in the items found in thrift stores, despite the minor wears and tears 
that the journey of  life has left. They may not be in their original, shiny 
state, but they are still useful and wanted. If  we have this mentality towards 
objects that we buy, we can certainly extend it to something even more 
relevant and important in our lives: humans. Much like the objects we find 
in thrift stores, people not only have minor wears and tears, but also, rich 
histories with value. When we take the time to get to know them, taking 
into account that outer appearances and first impressions are important 
but not all-consuming, we can dig deeper to find the value in each and 
every person we encounter. 
“It’s hard to tell the real stories from the fake ones
fneditorial
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Hot take alert: America has a problem with race 
and gender.
I know, I know— if  you need to take a quick 
breather and sit down, I understand. We spend so 
much time observing and/or ignoring it that we 
never sit down and analyze it critically. I’m painting 
with broad strokes by using the term “we,” when 
I should be saying “the white community.” Too 
often it is left up to those marginalized commu-
nities to step forward before the issues are duly 
recognized. But that’s not what I am hoping to 
write about.
I’m hoping to contextualize our country’s race 
and gender problem to create a more specific ob-
servation concerning the LGBTQ+ community: it 
is not a community at all. As antithetical as it may 
seem, people who are grouped into the overarch-
ing LGBTQ+ identity are impacted largely by an 
internal hierarchical system based upon identities 
of  race, gender, and class— this article touching 
most specifically on race and gender.  
The term “community” brings to mind a group-
ing of  people who interact and empower one 
another regardless of  the diversity of  identities. 
When we consider the representation and power 
white, gay cis-men hold over queer POC and trans* 
individuals, it becomes less of  a community than 
it does a system.
This system is no more prevalent and obvious 
than in the infamous app Grindr. On so many pro-
files are phrases like “No blacks,” “No Asians,” 
or “masc4masc” to showcase that this person is 
only looking for a certain type of  partner (mainly: 
white, masculine, and cisgender). This sort of  de-
nial of  identities creates a hierarchical system that 
intentionally ignores the specific experiences and 
existence of  people. 
Now this is where the age-old argument of  
preferences comes to play. Preferences - people 
have them. It is entirely natural to be attracted to 
someone different than who your friend is attract-
ed to. How this is decided is based on biology and 
socialization and a bunch of  other stuff  that I am 
not an expert in. 
What isn’t preference is to decide that you are 
not going to consider any POC as fit to be your 
sexual or romantic partner. That’s just plain racism.
What people don’t seem to consider is how con-
tagious and attractive the power of  race and gender 
is for those who hold the power.
Gay, white cis-men are more willing to ignore 
aspects of  their identity such as sexuality in order 
to reaffirm the power they hold due to race (but 
of  course we are still quick to victimize ourselves 
when it works to our advantage). 
And that is where the idea of  an “LGBTQ+ 
community” works from a blind perspective, but 
is misguided in reality. It would make sense for the 
LGBTQ+ community to be a safe haven for all 
that are a part of  it, but that is unfortunately not 
true at all. 
It creates a sense of  comparison between the 
entirety of  people who fit in that space that only 
serves to elevate the white, gay cis-man’s experi-
ence ignore that of  the queer, latinx trans man.
Just three months into 2017, the U.S. has wit-
nessed the murders of  seven transgender women 
of  color. To give further context to this matter, 
look no further than the homicide rate in America. 
For the average person, is one out of  every 
19,000; for black transgender women, that num-
ber is one in every 2,600. Each year there is an 
increase in the number of  trans* people who are 
being impacted by these hate crimes. 
The white, gay man is complicit to the acts of  
terror enacted on queer POC and trans* popula-
tions through our explicit reaffirmation of  race and 
gender norms. These issues need to be brought to 
light and challenged or else we are going to see the 
continued rise in homicide rates.
When you are fighting for the rights of  the 
LGBTQ+ community, make sure that you take 
into account the lives and experiences that are not 
on the television screen every night. Make sure to 
remember Ciara McElveen, Chyna Gibson, Mesha 
Caldwell, Jamie Lee Wounded Arrow, JoJo Stryker, 
Jaquarrius Holland, KeKe Collier, and every other 
victim of  hate. 
Fight for them.
America’s shameful elephant in the room
‘cause nowadays if they don’t got it they’ll make one”
   
      - Nayvadius “Future” Wilburn
fnstaff 2016-2017 
“Too often it is left up  
  to those marginalized 
   communities to step forward 
    before the issues are duly recognized.” 
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    I was raised by Republican parents 
in a Roman Catholic household. My 
extended family leans conservative. 
Most of  the adults in my adolescent 
and teenage years were Republicans. 
The day after the 2012 election most 
of  my classmates came to school dis-
appointed. 
     I was to act with maturity and 
dignity, to myself  and to others. The 
virtues of  kindness, friendliness, and 
honesty were instilled in me. I fol-
lowed my parent’s standards of  what 
it meant to be a man, not society’s 
expectations. 
     I was taught that women were 
equal to men in every way. I was 
taught that I was not better than any-
one because of  my white skin color 
or middle-class lifestyle. I was taught 
to work for what I wanted, not ex-
pect it. I was taught to serve others 
who didn’t have the same opportuni-
ties that I was afforded. I was taught 
that being gay wasn’t a sentence to 
hell. I was taught that love always 
trumps hate. I was taught how to be 
a good, decent human. 
     What conservatism and Trump’s 
Republican Party is now is not the 
conservatism that I grew up with. 
I had so much respect for conser-
vatism until this past year. When I 
first heard of  the alt-right, I thought 
it was an over exaggeration. When 
I listened to pundits talk about 
Trumpism, I thought surely this 
could never actually happen. Trump 
and his cronies are not conservatism. 
They’re not even liberalism; they’re 
just pathetic. 
      
     New conservatism is almost exclu-
sively white and male. They’ve taken 
advantage of  the communication 
revolution and used it to spread their 
anti-progressive message that strong 
women and diversity are threats to 
the common man. By misconstruing 
news, creating false conspiracies, and 
infusing juvenile humor into their 
message, they have misguided mil-
lions of  people by appealing to their 
feelings and impulsiveness rather 
than their logic and rationality. 
     President Donald Trump may 
not be a racist or a sexist, but he has 
emblazoned followers of  new con-
servatism, or the alt-right. No longer 
is the alt right just internet trolls who 
ruined Pepe the Frog, but now they 
have a figurehead in the president of  
the United States. Trump’s continued 
Twitter, and public, tantrums beget 
division and encourage this emerging 
movement to reject all other authori-
ty except his. 
     Our president exhibits the same 
behavior as that of  spoiled, brattish 
seven-year-old. His obsession with 
winning and material goods, and 
loose relationship with consistent 
values and the truth is worrying.
     Some say, and they say wrongly, 
that race and gender did not play a 
role in this election. I argue that if  
Trump would’ve been anything oth-
er than a white male, he would not 
be president. If  former President 
Barack Obama acted like Trump 
when he was running for president, 
he’d be labeled a “thug” and a rep-
resentation of  “the hood” by every 
Fox News commentator.
     If  Trump were the son of  His-
panic immigrants, fake news would 
be shared claiming proof  that Trump 
made his billions on drugs and that 
his parents were illegal aliens. If  
Trump were a woman, millions of  
memes would be created calling 
she-Trump a “slut” who can’t keep 
a man.  
     Besides Trump, the worldview 
of  his senior advisor Steve Bannon 
scares me. In TIME magazine’s 
profile of  him, the reader gets an 
in-depth look at possibly the sec-
ond-most powerful person in the 
world. 
     Bannon was in the Navy. He has 
an Masters of  Business Administra-
tion from Harvard. He ran a success-
ful entertainment business. Then, he 
began making conservative docu-
mentaries. Soon after, he became the 
editor of  Breitbart, which thinks Fox 
News isn’t conservative enough. 
     In his personal life, he was charged 
with domestic abuse, though the 
charges were later dropped. Two of  
his former co-workers described him 
as, “…legitimately one of  the worst 
people I’ve ever dealt with” and “one 
of  the worst people on God’s green 
Earth,” respectively. 
     
He’s been quoted as saying he wants 
to “bring everything crashing down, 
and destroy all of  today’s establish-
ment.” I understand that a lot of  
people are unjustly affected by the 
current global order. However, his-
tory has shown that social progress 
is best accomplished through non-vi-
olence. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Gandhi are proof  of  this fact. Ban-
non, on the other hand, gives off  the 
impression that he rooted for the 
Joker in “The Dark Knight.” 
Quite frankly, Bannon reminds me 
of  that family member who watched 
a conspiracy-theory documentary on 
the History Channel and now thinks 
he understands how the world works 
and what is best for it. That is not 
the person who should have an of-
fice next to the president.
     Milo Yiannopoulos is a younger 
manifestation of  new conservatism. 
Yiannopoulos is an eccentric public 
figure who used to be the star of  
Breitbart. His main message is that 
liberal political correctness is 
destroying free speech. He targets 
Black Lives Matter, the transgender 
community, and feminists among 
others. He views white males as the 
victims in contemporary society. 
     One of  his slogans is “hate speech 
is free speech.” He thinks rape cul-
ture is a fantasy. While he’s been 
banned from Twitter, Yiannopoulos 
was invited to speak at CPAC (an an-
nual major conservative convention) 
this year. His invitation was rescind-
ed, however, after a leaked video 
seemed to show Yiannopoulos being 
OK with pedophilia. He didn’t deny 
it. I would quote him, but I don’t 
think the University would appreci-
ate those words in print. 
     I would respect his position on 
free speech. Nevertheless, I take is-
sue with anything that comes from 
the mouth of  a whiny, cowardly 
person who has no problem mak-
ing fun of  black comedian Leslie 
Jones via Twitter but thinks saying 
“Black Lives Matter” is a threat to 
free speech.  
     When I discuss these figures, peo-
ple tell me, “Sean, you’re being too 
sensitive.” “Clearly, you still haven’t 
gotten over the election.” “You need 
to look at their policies not just their 
personalities.” 
     In response to those responses, I 
have looked at their policies. While I 
am a strong liberal Democrat, I think 
abortion should be illegal in most 
cases. I didn’t vote for Bernie be-
cause under his “free college plan,” 
Dayton would still cost what it costs 
and I’d have to pay higher taxes. I 
even acknowledge that the Republi-
can plan to replace Obamacare 
probably helps me more than 
Obamacare does in its current state.
     I can’t look past the personal
images these men and the new Re-
publican Party present as conser-
vatism. I don’t want to give off  the 
impression, though, that I think all 
Donald Trump supporters are evil 
and deplorable because they’re not. 
Hillary Clinton had ethical issues and 
personal beliefs of  her own that I can 
understand would make someone re-
fuse to vote for her. 
     My issue, and my point, is that col-
lectively we have to stop being com-
fortable with this behavior. People 
I went to high school with are now 
sharing and posting sexist and ho-
mophobic quotes on various social 
media that before they would only 
say in locker rooms. Adults who I re-
spected as a child are now suddenly 
using racial slurs freely. 
     I understand that people think 
liberals are elitists corrupting Amer-
ica, but I don’t want America to be 
a place where the leaders are bullies
 and people who are different are 
taught to be ashamed of  themselves. 
Or, that their presence in America 
destroys some non-existent idea of  
a utopic America. 
     I want an America where people 
are kind to one another, where a per-
son thinks of  the other person even 
if  it doesn’t benefit them, a place 
where empathy is taught and en-
couraged. I don’t know if  we would 
have been closer to this goal under 
the Clinton administration, but we 
sure as hell aren’t closer under this 
administration. 
 
What happened to the GOP???
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The University of  Dayton 
women’s volleyball team recently 
announced its newest addition for 
the 2017 season: Assistant Coach 
Alyssa D’Errico.
D’Errico is an accomplished 
player and coach. After becoming 
a four-time NCAA National 
Champion at Penn State, she 
played three seasons as a libero 
overseas in Spain, Croatia and 
France.
“We really like her composure 
and have been impressed with 
her on the recruiting trail. I am 
excited to see how she attacks that 
aspect as a Dayton Flyer. Finally, 
we just believed Alyssa would be 
a great fit for our student-athletes 
and our staff,” head coach Tim 
Horsmon said. “We have a great 
culture here, and I think she 
will contribute in a positive way. 
Alyssa is a great person, and we 
are looking forward to adding her 
to our family.”
In 2012, D’Errico went on 
to volunteer as an assistant 
a t  Georgetown Univers i ty. 
She fur thered her coaching 
experience running US Elite 
Volleyball Camps. She was also 
appointed Director of  Camper 
Development in 2012 for Tri State 
Elite Volleyball camps where she 
also worked as a head clinician for 
their recruiting showcase.
In 2014, her career continued 
when she worked as both an 
assistant coach and a head coach 
with Virginia Juniors as well as 
serving as an assistant coach for 
the Thomas Edison Eagles in 
Alexandria, VA.
In 2015, D’Errico moved her 
expertise to Louisville Kentucky, 
where she worked as an assistant 
coach for the Louisville Cardinals 
until she accepted a position with 
the Flyers in 2017.
D’Errico grew up in a coaching 
family, with a mother and father 
who coached both at the high 
school and club level, so she has 
been exposed to the coaching 
atmosphere for as long as she can 
remember.
“I always knew I wanted to 
be a coach. I started helping out 
with camps and clinics with my 
mom when I was probably 16 
and continued through college,” 
D’Errico said, “I’ve always been 
somewhat seeing myself  in a 
coaching role.”
There were three elements 
that attracted D’Errico to UD: 
suppor t ,  oppor tunit ies  and 
recruiting.
First, she was impressed by the 
administration’s support of  the 
volleyball program. 
She also liked the opportunities 
of  mentorship and growth that 
would be presented working 
under Coach Horsmon. 
“I think that Tim has done an 
incredible job with the program 
from the first time he was here 
and now the second time he has 
just achieved unreal standards 
for what expectation is now,” 
D’Errico said.
Lastly, D’Errico needed to 
work somewhere she believed in 
the product that she is going to 
recruit. From the first step she 
set on Dayton’s campus, she knew 
it was a place she could sell to 
recruits.
“I fell in love with those three 
things and I think there’s a huge 
opportunity to do great things 
and get better there within what 
the high standards already are,” 
she said.
D’Errico’s decision to work 
with the Dayton Flyers was purely 
because of  the opportunity that 
she saw at the University. She 
didn’t know anyone in the area. 
Although it was out of  her 
comfort zone, she knew it was an 
opportunity she could not ignore.
“It was the attraction of  the 
school, the coaching staff  and the 
volleyball program overall and 
the way that the administration 
shows that they really care about 
the volleyball program,” D’Errico 
said.
While UD’s volleyball program 
has achieved immense success 
over the last few years, D’Errico 
sees room for growth and is 
excited to assist in the process.
“Part of  being an elite level 
athlete is never being satisfied 
with the way a season ended. A 
hope and goal of  mine with any 
program I join is just to be able 
to relate to the players through 
my playing experience and be 
there as a resource for them to 
use and hopefully take advantage 
of  to help be better than what we 
were,” D’Errico said.
D’Errico plans to contribute 
to the Flyers’ already impressive 
success this coming fall.
“I am anxious and excited 
to get started working toward 
the big goals Dayton volleyball 
strives to reach year in and year 
out,” D’Errico said. “I am beyond 
thrilled to take the next step in 
my coaching career with Tim 
[Horsmon], Evan [Muys], Taylor 
[Filzen] and the entire Dayton 
volleyball program.”
VOLLEYBALL
D’Errico brings experience to Flyer coaching staff
UD’s volleyball team is coming off a 30-2 season in which they only lost one regular season game. However, they were defeated in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament and look to rebound for the 2017-18 year. Christian Cubacub/Multimedia Editor
MEAGHAN MCNICHOL
Staff Writer
D’Errico comes to UD after one season assistant coaching at the University of 
Louisville. She also played three seasons in Europe after her graduation from 
Penn State in 2010. Photo courtesy of Dayton Athletics.
The Dayton women’s basketball 
season came to an abrupt and 
disappointing end after the 
Flyers lost 66-57 to Tennessee 
in the first round of  the NCAA 
tournament on Saturday. 
The 22-9 Flyers, a 12-seed in 
the tournament, were considered 
to be underdogs to the 19-
11 5-seed Lady Volunteers. 
However, Dayton entered the 
tournament with high hopes 
after being crowned Atlantic 10 
regular season and tournament 
champions. Tennessee entered 
the tournament coming off  a 
rollercoaster of  a season, beating 
four teams ranked in the top ten 
in the nation, but losing to eight 
unranked teams, finishing fifth in 
the SEC regular season standings, 
and losing in their first game of  
the SEC tournament. 
 For a game that seemed largely 
a tossup before tip off, it proved 
to be anything but.  The Lady 
Vols came out of  the gates flying, 
while the Flyers seemed unable 
to take off, starting the game 
shooting just one-for-16. They 
also struggled on the defensive 
end cover ing the 6-foot-6 
Mercedes Russell and the 6-foot-
3 Shaquilla Nunn, who each 
scored 14 points in the game. 
 Saicha Grant-Allen, Dayton’s 
senior center, commented about 
defending the likes of  Russell 
and Nunn saying, “We definitely 
don’t have a 6’6” girl in the A-10, 
so it was a bit of  a drastic change 
in terms of  size.” 
Head coach Shauna Green 
added, “I think you have to give 
some credit to Tennessee.  We 
haven’t seen a 6’6” kid in a couple 
months since we faced Texas 
A&M.”
 Despite their slow star t, 
Dayton was able to pull the score 
level at 29 in the second quarter, 
and even briefly took the lead in 
the third quarter. But in the end, 
UD was simply outplayed down 
the stretch by the Lady Vols, 
led by Diamond DeShields, who 
scored 24 points in the game and 
is projected to be a top five pick 
in the WNBA draft. 
 Shauna Green said about 
DeShields, “She’s a great player, 
and great players make plays.  I 
thought our defense was good. I 
thought we contested the way we 
wanted to contest it.  She rises up 
high, and she made plays.”
Making plays, and shots, is 
exactly what this game came 
down to.   Stats l ike total 
rebounds, assists, and turnovers 
were relatively even between the 
two teams. But Tennessee shot 
over 42 percent from the field 
and made 22 free throws, while 
Dayton shot just 32 percent from 
the field and made only 11 free 
throws.
Despite a tough loss to a strong 
Tennessee team, Green and the 
Flyers exceeded expectations for 
the year in total. 
After being an assistant coach 
for the Flyers for three years 
and then going to Northwestern 
for one year, Green returned 
to Dayton and took over the 
position of  head coach after 
Dayton legend Jim Jabir stepped 
down from the job for personal 
reasons. 
For her first ever season as a 
Division I head coach, Green did 
an excellent job with a Dayton 
program that was in a slight state 
of  shock when Jabir decided to 
give up his position.  In his 13 
years in charge of  Dayton, Jabir 
had built up a certain culture 
around the basketball program 
and Green was faced with the 
tough task of  honoring Jabir’s 
legacy while instilling her own 
philosophy on the team.  
 Although difficult at first, 
Green seemed to settle into her 
new role, and the players, led 
by the senior class, adapted to 
Green’s style.  Green should be 
given a lot of  credit for Dayton’s 
success this season given the 
situation, but she insists on 
giving the credit to the team’s 
seniors. 
“You look at Kelley [Austria], 
who has been here five years 
and been to three NCAA 
Tournaments, an Elite Eight, won 
two conference championships, 
a n  A - 1 0  To u r n a m e n t 
championship. I could go on and 
on. Defensive Player of  the Year. 
She’s done so much here and 
been a rock for us. She’s done it 
on both ends of  the floor. Played 
40 minutes a game a lot of  times 
and just will run through a wall 
for you,” Green said. 
“What she’s done for this 
program is--you can’t  even 
put into wording. Saicha, the 
same thing. She’s played a lot 
of  minutes in big moments. 
Macioce hasn’t played as much, 
but so important to our team, 
every single day is there and 
works. And Andi, again, big-
time moments through a lot of  
different games.”
The graduating senior class has 
been integral to Dayton’s success 
over the past few years, but 
the future looks bright as well. 
Junior Jenna Burdette, redshirt 
junior Alex Harris, and freshman 
Jayla Scaife are three huge talents 
that will be on the Dayton roster 
next year.
 Not to mention Green is one 
of  the brightest young talents in 
the realm of  collegiate coaching, 
and can only improve from a very 
impressive first season in charge. 
The Flyers will go into the 
offseason knowing they have 
a lot of  work to do, but their 
heads will be held high after a 
successful season.
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Tennessee tanks Dayton’s hopes in tournament
The Flyers fell flat in the first quarter, but tied Tennessee by halftime using a 20-9 run in the second quarter. The Volunteers, though, started hitting their shots 
after halftime and cruised to a nine-point win. Photo courtesy of Erik Schelkun/Dayton Athletics
STEVE BOLTRI
Staff Writer
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Scoochie Smith played with the 
same vigor he always does, leaving 
everything out on the court one 
last time.
The large contingent of  Flyer 
fans, who had trekked to Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis, 
sang his name in unison for a final 
farewell.
“Scooooooooooch,” dampened 
the cheers of  Wichita State’s 
smaller, but more jubilant, fanbase.
It was a thankful chorus for 
the senior guard, who dropped 25 
points on the Shockers and was 
mainly responsible for keeping 
Dayton in the game as long as it 
was. But it was also a melancholic 
harmony to the senior swan song 
and the finale to an arduous season 
for Dayton basketball.
They lost to a physical Wichita 
State team that was considered 
vastly under-seeded by analysts 
after winning their final 15 games 
entering March Madness. The 
Shockers went on to play two-seed 
Kentucky, and lost by just three 
points in the final seconds.
There are no excuses for the 
Flyers, though. A loss is a loss, and 
this one was sour.
The winningest senior class 
in Dayton basketball history 
dropped its final three games of  
the season, never winning after 
their captivating victory over 
VCU on March 1. It was hardly the 
ending the senior class expected 
after they won five tournament 
games over their first two seasons 
in Dayton.
With the exception of  the 
constant catalyst Scoochie Smith, 
the UD’s seniors were virtually 
nullified by Wichita State’s defense 
Friday night. 
The Shockers, though seeded at 
10 in the South region, are ranked 
No. 19 in the country. They are the 
second-straight 10-seed to knock 
off  Dayton in the first round after 
Syracuse took care of  the Flyers in 
2016’s tournament 70-51.
This year’s 64-58 loss was 
more bearable from an on-court 
standpoint. Although UD was 
beat up in the paint, they found 
ways to keep pace with Wichita 
State.
Dayton took a 29-27 lead into 
the half, and was only behind 
by three points as the four-
minute mark approached. In the 
end, though, the Shockers out-
rebounded the Flyers 48-29, and 
converted on enough of  their 
chances to sink UD.
Smith, the senior point guard, 
got UD’s offense rolling in the 
first half, shelling out 18 points 
on six-for-10 shooting from the 
floor at the break. He finished the 
game with 25 points, four steals 
and four assists.
But the rest of  UD’s offense 
never came around.
Kendall Pollard was limited 
to seven minutes in the first 
half  after he picked up a couple 
early fouls. He scored 13 points 
over 23 minutes in total, but was 
ineffective on the glass, grabbing 
just two rebounds over the course 
of  the game.
Charles Cooke, UD’s leading 
scorer over the last two seasons, 
recorded just six points in 30 
minutes. He showed signs of  
ignition in the second half  when 
he recorded a crowd-stirring 
block and later drew contact in 
transition. But he finished the 
game shooting just one-for-10 
from the floor.
Despite the lack of  offense 
and ineffectiveness on the glass, 
the Flyers kept it close. Wichita 
State did not pull more than three 
points ahead until 5:40 remained 
in the second half.
Kyle Davis trimmed the deficit 
to three with a pair of  free throws 
just over a minute later, but UD 
never closed the gap.
As time wound down, UD’s 
defense got aggressive. They 
secured six steals to Wichita’s 
zero, but several questionable 
foul calls went against the Flyers, 
who couldn’t catch a break when 
it mattered the most.
So with zeros on the clock, 
the Flyers reached their final 
destination--March sadness.
“I was really proud of  our 
team,” head coach Archie Miller 
said in the postgame press 
conference. “I thought that was 
one of  the hardest games we’ve 
played in a long, long time. And I 
think that was anyone’s game for 
a good portion.”
“We just had to step up and 
make shots,” Smith said after the 
game. “And a lot of  people on 
our team, they couldn’t get their 
shots to fall, couldn’t get a flow. 
That’s just sometimes how the 
game goes.”
Wichita State certainly took 
pride in knocking off  the Flyers, 
despite the fact that they are 
ranked higher nationally and were 
favored by Las Vegas’ odds.
“I want to praise Archie Miller 
and the Dayton Flyers and those 
four seniors for all they’ve done for 
that university, for that program 
and for college basketball the last 
four years,” Wichita State head 
coach Gregg Marshall opened his 
press conference.
He ended his conference saying, 
“I think Dayton deserved a better 
draw in this tournament.”
The reality for Miller and 
the Flyers, though, is no more 
glamorous than a loss.
“I don’t think we’ve ever 
approached a seed in our lives,” 
he said. “I think we’ve always 
approached the team because we 
feel like we can beat them, felt like 
we could tonight. We just didn’t.”
Scooch Over: Flyer seniors fall again in March
STEVE MILLER
Sports Editor
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Scoochie Smith exits the floor in a UD uniform for the final time. The senior notched 25 points against Wichita State 
and played 37 of the game’s 40 minutes. . Christian Cubacub/Multimedia Editor
Seniors Kyle Davis, Charles Cooke and Kendall Pollard exit the court with sophomore Xeyrius Williams. Williams is the 
only player who started against Wichita to return next season. Christian Cubacub/Multimedia Editor
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START USING YOUR EXPERIENCE.
START THINKING AHEAD.
START ACHIEVING THE NEXT LEVEL.
START BECOMING AN OFFICER.
START TAKING ON CHALLENGES.
START CLIMBING HIGHER.
START STRONG.
There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. As a Soldier, you served honorably and proudly. Now, use
your valuable experience for another challenge: leading Soldiers. Take the next step in your Army
career by earning a college degree and becoming an Officer. Visit your career counselor or contact
the Department of Military Science at the University of Dayton and apply for an Army ROTC
scholarship through the Green to Gold Program. To learn more, visit goarmy.com/rotc/flyers or call 1
-800-USA-ROTC.
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America, long a land of  
opportunity, loves an underdog. 
In sports, no setting is more 
hospitable to underdogs than 
March Madness. And in March 
Madness, the city of  Dayton 
provides the first glimmer of  
hope for eight men’s basketball 
teams who narrowly sneak into 
the NCAA Tournament’s 68-team 
field.
Since 2011, UD Arena has 
hosted the First Four, where eight 
teams square off  to determine 
advancement to the round of  64. 
On March 14 and 15, four 16-seeds 
(Mount Saint Mary’s, New Orleans, 
North Carolina Central and the 
University of  California, Davis) 
and four 11-seeds (Kansas State, 
Wake Forest, Southern California 
and Providence) competed in the 
First Four.
Each year, at least one First Four 
participant has gone on to win a 
second round game and advance 
to the round of  32.
Beyond that, the First Four 
is virtually the only chance for 
a 16-seed to ever win an NCAA 
Tournament game. No 16-seed has 
ever advanced past the round of  
64.
“Just can’t say how enthusiastic, 
how happy we are to be here in 
Dayton,” Mount Saint Mary’s 
head coach Jamion Christian said 
in a press conference prior to his 
team’s game. “One of  the best 
venues for college basketball, the 
way they celebrate our game each 
year is really special.”
UD Arena, in fact, has hosted 
more NCAA Tournament 
games than any other venue in 
college basketball. After this 
week’s games, it has hosted 117 
tournament games since 1970. 
Municipal Auditorium in Kansas 
City, Missouri, has hosted the next 
most with 83 between 1940-64.
In those 117 games, UD Arena 
has played host to some of  the 
most memorable moments in 
college basketball.
Notre Dame’s Austin Carr 
scored an NCAA Tournament-
record 61 points in a 1970 game 
against Ohio. Kentucky’s Adolph 
Rupp ended his college coaching 
career with a loss to Florida State 
in 1972. And George Mason began 
it’s 2006 Final Four run with 
victories over Michigan State and 
North Carolina in Dayton.
But the memories run much 
deeper than national storylines.
This year, Mount Saint Mary’s 
and UC Davis enjoyed their 
first ever NCAA Tournament 
victories on UD Arena’s floor. 
MSMU defeated New Orleans 
67-66 in a thrilling first game of  
the tournament. A day later, UC 
Davis knocked off  NC Central to 
advance to the next round.
“It’s special,” UC Davis head 
coach Jim Les said after his team’s 
First Four victory. “Our guys grew 
up as little hoopers dreaming 
about playing here and having this 
opportunity. And it’s so special to 
be here. And we’re just going to 
continue to fight, to keep this story 
going.”
A victory in Dayton means a 
lowly 16-seed gains momentum 
before facing a one-seed in the 
second round. Although one-
seeds have never lost to their 16-
seed counterparts, the First Four 
boosts what confidence there is for 
the underdogs.
“When that ball goes up on 
Friday, I’m not going to be 
thinking about what seeds,” Les 
said about the game they ended up 
losing to Kansas. “We’re going to 
be playing basketball, competing 
at basketball. And, like I said, the 
chips will fall where they may. But 
we’re glad to be here, but we’re not 
satisfied by any means.”
“That was a great team that 
we just played. Obviously, they 
won the championship for their 
conference and they deserve to 
be here...That gives us a lot of  
confidence,” Mount Saint Mary’s 
guard Elijah Long said after his 
team’s victory over New Orleans. 
“It doesn’t matter who’s playing 
good and who’s playing bad, 
people step up, people play their 
roles.”
For the 11-seeds, the First 
Four provides an opportunity to 
jumpstart a team that was doubted. 
These are among the last at-large 
teams to be selected for the 
bracket, who were “on the bubble” 
for the last part of  the season. 
One First Four winner each 
year has won in the round of  
64, including the Dayton Flyers 
in 2015. Additionally, three have 
advanced to the Sweet 16 and one-
-VCU in 2011--made it all the way 
to the Final Four.
This season, USC continued the 
trend. They came from behind to 
defeat Providence in Dayton on 
Wednesday and then knocked off  
Southern Methodist in the round 
of  64 on Friday.
USC was largely considered a 
bubble team and undeserving of  a 
tournament bid last week. Yet, they 
proved their doubters incorrect.
“Our coaches, they have 
confidence in us, we have 
confidence in ourselves,” guard 
Jordan McLaughlin said after USC 
defeated Providence. “And we 
know when we’re playing like we 
did in the second half  that we’re 
able to compete with anybody. 
And it’s just a matter of  us just 
bringing the energy and knocking 
down shots and just competing all 
the way to the end.”
“I think we’re not too worried 
about what other people say about 
us. We know who we are as a unit.” 
USC forward Bennie Boatwright 
said. “We’re not too worried about 
proving anything to anybody, 
because we know who we are.”
USC fell to three-seed Oregon 
in the round of  32 by a score of  
82-78, but they played the Ducks 
tough. They led late in the second 
half, only to fall behind in the 
closing minutes. Head coach Andy 
Enfield and the Trojans won 26 
games--a school record--in the 
2016-17 season, enjoying Dayton 
as a venue for victory.
Although Mount Saint Mary’s 
and UC Davis inevitably lost in 
the round of  64, their players and 
coaches will forever remember the 
March Madness wins they earned 
in Dayton.
And just like VCU in 2011, the 
next Cinderella may be lurking, 
ready to use UD Arena as square 
one for a tournament run.
For additional First Four coverage 
inlcuding photo galleries,  visi t 
FlyerNews.com.
First Four provides opportunity, memories for underdogs
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UC Davis’ Darius Graham outstretches his arms in victory as, presumably, “My Heart Will Go On” plays in his head. His Aggies defeated North Carolina Central in the First Four at UD Arena on Wed., 
March 15. Christian Cubacub/Multimedia Editor
